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one of a plurality of users including/ payers and payees, the 
payers and the payees having associated payment accounts and 
deposit accounts maintained at a/ plurality of financial 
institutes, comprising the steps of: 

receiving, at a central statioA, a first ins::ruction, from 
a first of the plurality of user /4tations represemting a first 
of the payers, to make payment of/a first bill of a first of the 
payees ; 

generating, in accorda^fce with the received first 
instruction, a directive to transfer fiinds from 5. first of the 
payment accounts which is associated with the first payer and 
maintained at a first of th/ plurality of financial institutes, 
to a first of the deposit accounts which is associated with the 
first payee and maintained at a second of the plurality of 
financial institutes ; 

generating remittance information associated, with payment 
of the first bill basec^ on the directive to transsf er of funds ; 
and 

storing the remittance information in a central database so 
as to be accessible/ to a second of the plurality of user 
stations re pre sent ing/ the first p a yee, 





9. (TWICE AMENDED) A syctiem according to claim 7, wherein: 
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the processor is further configiired to receive a request to 
access the remittance inf ormatlon^fitom the second user station, 
9(f to retrieve the remittance inf ormWior^ f rom the central database 
based upon the received access /request, and to transmit the 
retrieved remittance information {o the second user station. 





4 X 



(AMENDED) A system according to claimN^ wherein: 
the process9r is further configured to reci^ive a second 
bill for a second of the payers from a third of the plurality of 
user stations representing a second of the payees, and to 
generate billing information corresponding to the received 
second bill; and 

the central database is further configured to store the 
billing information so as to be accessible to a fourth of the 
plurality of user stations represe'nting the second payer, 

. (AMENDED) A system according to claim V^, v?herein; 
the processor is further configured to receive a request to 
access the billing information from the fourth user station, to 
retrieve the stored billing information from the central 
database based upon the received request to access billing 
information, and to transmit the retrieved billing information 
to the fourth user station. 
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